Application of Orem's conceptual framework to patients with hypercalcemia related to breast cancer.
Breast cancer is the most common malignancy in women in the United States. Although the disease itself may be chronic in nature, it may give rise to oncologic emergencies, such as hypercalcemia, superior vena cava syndrome, or spinal cord compression. If these emergencies are not prevented or treated promptly through early detection, premature death or disability may occur. Because it presents with general symptoms, hypercalcemia may be difficult to diagnose; however, early recognition and intervention may reverse the sequelae of this condition, and prevent recurrence. This article will focus on the pathophysiology, epidemiology, nursing assessment, and intervention in a case study of this oncologic emergency based on the Orem model.